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9:30 AM - DOORS OPEN | REGISTRATION

Coffee, tea and light snacks will be available.

10:00 AM - WELCOME

Ely Portillo | Executive Editor, WFAE 90.7 FM

10:30 AM - LIVE INTERVIEW: A CHARLOTTE AFFORDABLE
HOUSING JOURNEY

For several months, former WCNC reporter Julia Kauffman followed
Samantha Leacock’s journey to find permanent housing in Charlotte.
From living at Heal Charlotte to enrolling in the Neighborhood
Assistance Corporation of America (NACA) home purchase program,
Leacock, who is a mother of three, is hopeful she will be able to buy a
home in the next year. Now hear more of her story in this special
conversation.

Panelists
e Julia Kauffman, Reporter
e Samantha Leacock, Charlotte resident

11:15 AM - “AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN CHARLOTTE: WHAT
ONE CITY'S HISTORY TELLS US ABOUT AMERICA’S PRESSING
PROBLEM” BOOK RELEASE AND TALK

Dr. Tom Hanchett is a community historian specializing in Charlotte’s
neighborhood stories. His previous book Sorting Out the New South City
traces Charlotte’s growth. Now, in his new book, Hanchett shows in
detail how power brokers have clashed on all levels of government and
yet have the ability to empower both citizens and elected officials to
take action toward better housing for all, in North Carolina's most
populous city and beyond.

Presented by Dr. Tom Hanchett, Author and Community Historian
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12:00 PM-12:45 PM - LUNCH

We invite you to use this time to meet with other attendees.
Conversation starters will be provided!

Sponsored by the North Carolina Local News Lab Fund, home of Press
Forward Charlotte and Press Forward NC

12:45 PM - A WELCOMING CITY? IMMIGRATION POLICIES
AND HOUSING IN CHARLOTTE

La Noticia's Diego Barahona will lead a panel of industry experts and
housing leaders to uncover the impacts of new immigration policies
and enforcement on Charlotte's affordable housing.

Panelists

e Diego Barahona, La Noticia

e Victor Loor, Latino Community Credit Union
e Carlos Calzadilla, SunSouth Carolinas

e Jessica Moreno, Action NC

1:30 PM - BREAK

Learn about other Charlotte Documenters and other CJC programs.

2:00 PM - EXCLUSIVE DOCUMENTARY SCREENING OF “OUR
HOME: UNITING CHARLOTTE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING"”
AND TALKBACK

See how local businesses, nonprofits, individuals and churches are
working together to tackle the complexities of Charlotte's affordable
housing issues in Silent Images’ newest short film, followed by a
talkback with the director and others from the film.

Panelists

e David Johnson, Silent Images

e Hannah Beavers, Freedom Communities
e Tim Sittema, Crosland Southeast
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2:45 PM - ECHOES: AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN CHARLOTTE
THE PAST FIVE YEARS AND LOOKING FORWARD

The pandemic reshaped the housing landscape across the country,
deepening existing challenges and creating new ones. In this last panel
of the day, we’ll explore what those changes mean for Charlotte today -
and how proposed State Senate Bills and other innovative solutions can
expand housing access and opportunity. From policy to practice, join us
for a forward-looking conversation about what can be done to address
the housing crisis in Charlotte and North Carolina.

Panelists

e Lisa Vernon Sparks, The Charlotte Observer

e Stella Mackler, Charlotte Journalism Collaborative

e Councilwoman LaWana Mayfield, City of Charlotte

e Tiffany Fant, Sol Nation

e Shannon Green, Habitat for Humanity of the Charlotte Region

3:30 PM - DEBRIEF AND NETWORKING

We’'ll wrap up the day with feedback from attendees and opportunities
to network.
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BIG TAKEAWAYS
BRAVE IDEAS
SOLUTIONS

WHAT WAS ONE BIG IDEA THAT INSPIRED YOU?

WHAT COULD YOU DO TOMORROW TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE IN CHARLOTTE?

WHAT CAN MAKE CHARLOTTE THE BEST PLACE

TO LIVE?
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